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The Hook

The reports had been on the radio all
day, though she hadn't paid much
attention to them. Some crazy man had
escaped from the state asylum. They
were calling him the Hook Man since he
had lost his right arm and had it replaced
with a hook. He was a killer, and
everyone in the region was warned to
keep watch and report anything
suspicious. But this didn't interest her.
She was more worried about what to
wear on her date.

Study Notes:

Kptok

PenopTakun 6b1aM No paano Becb AeHb,
XOTA OHA Ha HUX He CINLLIKOM MHOro
obpalana BHUMaHMA. KTo-To cbexan us
cymacweéauero goma. Eré npossanu
YenoBék-Kptok, TaK Kak OH NOTepAN CBO
NPAaByo PYKY U 3aMeHN e€ KPtoKOM. OH
6b11 yoniiubl 1 BCce B OKkpyre 6biaun
npeaynpexaeHsl U BCeX NonNpocnamn bbiTb
BHUMATENbHbIMM U COOBLLLATL 060 BCEM
noao3putenbHom. Ho 310 eé He
NHTepecoBano. EE BoNHOBANO YTO 0AéTb
Ha cBUAAHMeE.

After several consultation calls with
friends, she chose a blue outfit in the very
latest style and was ready and waiting on
the porch when her boyfriend came to
pick her up in his car. They went to a
drive-in movie with another couple, then
dropped them off and went parking in
the local lover's lane. The blue outfit was
a hit, and she cuddled close to her
boyfriend as they kissed to the sound of
romantic music on the radio.
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Mdcne HECKONBKO KOHCYNbTALMI NO
TenedOHy c NoApYKKaMu, OHa Bbibpana
ronyboe nnatbe, CLUMTOE NO NOCNEéAHEN
Mmoae v bbina rotésa n cuaéna Ha
KpblINbLE KOoraa eé monoaoi 4YenoBéx
npuéxan 3a Heit. OHM NOEXann B KUHO Ha
OTKPLITOM BO3AyXe C ApYyron napou,
3aTéM OTBE3M UX AOMOM U
NPUNapKOBANUCL B MECTHOM MeCTEéYKe
Ans BNobnEHHbIX. Tonyboe nnatbe
BbI3BaN0 3PpPEKT, OHA NpMXKaNach K
CBOEMY NAPHIO M OHN LLeN0BANCH NoA
Menoamo POMaHTUUYECKON MY3bIKK MO
paauo.
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Then the announcer came on and
repeated the warning she had heard that
afternoon. An insane killer with a hook in
place of his right hand was loose in the
area. Suddenly, the dark, moonless night
didn't seem so romantic to her. The
lover's lane was secluded and off the
beaten track. A perfect spot for a
deranged madman to lurk, she thought,
pushing her amorous boyfriend away.

3aTém Tam cHOBa 6b110 caénaHo
npeaynpexaéHue, Kotépoe oHa
cnblwana agHém. [aé-To Henoganéky
6poamn 6e3ymHbIN yoninua ¢ Kptokom
BMECTO NpaBon pykn. BHe3anHo, TémHasn
6e3/1yHHasA HOYb NepecTana KasaTtbea e
TaKOM poMaHTMYHOMN. MécTo
BNHOONEHHBIX O6bIN0 YEANHEHHO U B
CTOPOHEé OT OXKMUBNEHHbIX MECT.
NpeanbHoe mécto ana 6esymua,
cUAALLero B 3acaae, nogymasna oHa
OTTankmBas ceoerd BA6AEHHOTO.

"Maybe we should get out of here," she
said. "That Hook Man sounds dangerous.'

"Awe, c'mon babe, it's nothing," her
boyfriend said, trying to get in another
kiss. She pushed him away again.

"No, really. We're all alone out here. I'm
scared," she said.

«B03MOXHO Ham Nyylle ybpaTbes
OTCHOAa, - CKa3ana oHa, - 3To Yenosék-
KptoK KaXKeTcs onacHbIn TMNY.

«[a Hy, péTKa, 3To epyHAA», - OTBETUN
€€ NapeHb, NbITAACb NONYUYNTb eLLé
nouenyi. Ho oHa er6 ocHOBa OTTONKHYAA.

«HeT, npasaa, Mbl 34eCb COBCEM OAHM,
MHEe CTPALLUHO.», - CKa3ana oHa.
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They argued for a moment. Then the
car shook a bit, as if something... or
someone...had touched it. She gave a
shriek and said: "Get us out of here now!"

"Jeeze," her boyfriend said in disgust,
but he turned the key and went roaring
out of the lover's lane with a screeching
of his tires.

OHM Nnocnopuan Kakde-To Bpéms. 3aTém
MallHa NOKaYyHynacb Kak 6yaTo utod-To...
WNAWN KTO-TO... AOTPOHYCA A0 Heé. Eé
nepeagépHyno M OHA cKkaszana: «Yesxaem
celnyac xel.

«BOXe Mo, - eé monoaoit YenoBEK
OTBETUA C HEFOJ0BaHMEM, HO OH
NMOBEPHYN KNHOY M CTaN Bble3XKaTb Ha3az ¢
MécTa B/IIOO6NEHHbIX NOA BU3T KONEC.

They drove home in stony silence, and
when they pulled into her driveway, he
refused to help her out of the car.

"He was being so unreasonable," she
fumed to herself. She opened the door
indignantly and stepped into her
driveway. Whirling around, she slammed
the door as hard as she could. And then
she screamed. Her boyfriend leapt out of
the car and caught her in his arms. "What
is it? What's wrong?" he shouted.

Then he saw it. A bloody hook hung
from the handle of the passenger-side
door.

OHM éxanun oMo B rpobosBom
MONYAHUM U KOTa OH NOABES eé K eé
AOMY, OH OTKa3ancs NoMoYb el BbIATU 13
MaLnHbl. OH BeAET cebsi TaK HepasymHo,
BO3MyLLAnacb oHa. OHA OTKpbINa B
HeroAoBaHWN ABEPb W BbIlWAA M3
MaLLMHbI 1 BBICTPO NOBEPHYBLUMUCH
3aKpblna ABepb M 3aKpuyana. E€ napeHb
BbINPbITHY M3 MALlIMHbI U CXBAaTUAN €€ B
cBOM 06bATUA. «B yém aéno? Yto
CIYYNNOCH?», - 3aKPUYA OH.

A 3aTém oH yBMaen cam. KpoBasbliit
KPHOK CBMCAN C PYYKM MaCCaXKMPCKOM

aépu.
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